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Three “Relational Contexts”  
for Museum Objects 

1. Ontological 
(object in relation to cultural theories of being) 

2. Taxonomic 
(object in relation to other objects) 

3. Epistemological 
(object in relation to cultural ways of knowing) 



Aaron Glass, William Wasden Jr,  
and Sharon Grainger at the 

Ethnological Museum Berlin, April 2007 



Johan Adrian Jacobsen (right) 



Jacobsen’s journal  
(pub. 1884) 



Northwest 
Coast Hall 
In the Royal  
Ethnology 
Museum, Berlin 
(on right,1920s) 



Bastian’s  
catalogue  
(1883) 



Bastian’s  
catalogue  
(1883) 



World War II 



Original catalogue ledger 



Original catalogue cards 



Franz Boas’s fieldnote cards, 1886-94 (AMNH) 



Franz Boas  
“Social Organization and  
Secret Societies of the Kwakiutl Indians.” 
(USNM Report, pub.1897) 





Publication 

replication 



George Hunt’s corrections to Boas 1897 (APS) 



Boas manuscript, c.1920 (APS) 



William Wasden on the Dzunuk’wa mask in Berlin 



Multiple versions of the Nulis Mask 

EMB 
UBC MOA 

Owned by Chief Nulis,  
Ed Newman 



Objects from Quatsino Sound 



Hope Island carver ID’d by name in Boas notes 

 EMB 
 NMNH 

AMNH 



“Hamshamtses” masks (Boas 1897) 



Objects with “copies”or multiple attributions?? 



Late 19th Century style Hamat’sa masks 



Mid 20th Century style Hamat’sa masks (RBCM) 



utilitarian items 











Indigenous provenance field: 

Non-Indigenous provenance field: 





The Code  

Semantic Content 

User Interface  


