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Workshop Agenda: morning

• Morning 9:00-12:30 

• Introductions 

• Overview of Mukurtu CMS: where it all began and where we are now 

• Mukurtu’s Three C’s: Communities, Cultural Protocols and Categories 

• Group Activity: Mukurtu Bags 

• Creating a Digital Heritage Item: demo 

• Lunch!



Workshop Agenda: afternoon

• Afternoon 1:30-5:00 

• Activity: Add your own Digital Heritage Item 

• Demo: Collections and Book Pages 

• Activity: Mukurtu Mobile 101: collect, curate, upload 

• Short break 

• Mukurtu in action: community reports (guest stars ;-)) 

• How do I get Mukurtu?





Overview of Mukurtu



Mukurtu now and then…









continuum of access and obligations

open closed

death

ritual status
country

kin group

gender



mukurtu:  
’a safe keeping place’

dilly bag 
South Australian Museum

























https://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/digital-heritage/root-gathering-bag-3 

https://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/digital-heritage/root-gathering-bag-3


alternative licensing and labeling

Dr. Kimberly Christen| www. kimchristen.com | Director of Digital Projects, Plateau Center for American Indian Studies  | Washington State University 















Intro to 3Cs



Mukurtu’s Three C’s

communities, cultural protocols, and categories



communities cultural protocols
the ‘who’ the ‘how’ 

categories
the ‘what’



communities
groups of site users and contributors 





cultural protocols — the ‘how’ of Mukurtu sharing









categories 
-the ‘what’ of Mukurtu CMS





Plateau Peoples’ 
Web Portal 

Twelve categories site wide 
and keywords for specificity



User Roles and 
Permissions



Roles and Permissions

Mukurtu Admin
Community  

Admin
Curator

Authenticated 
 Users

Community Manager      adds site members to the community 

Protocol Steward       adds community members to the protocol

Contributor           adds digital heritage to the protocol

Protocol Member     can view and comment only

Mukurtu Admin can add users to the site,  
batch import, and add categories

Community Admin can create new communities 
within the site







Mukurtu Bags Activity



activity: mukurtu bags!

• in groups of 3 or 4 

• you have 1 piece of content 

• for each piece read the narrative of how this 
content arrived at your institution 

• thought questions are just meant as 
conversation starters 

• decide on possible cultural protocols, 
communities, and categories for each



mukurtu bags activity: discussion

cultural protocols, communities, & categories…



adding the three C’s to 
your site







community + protocol
*automatically generated











Category [What]

Categories are controlled 
vocabularies, defined by the 
site administrators to 
organize content 

These are like subjects, but 
defined in your own terms 

1. “+ Category 

2. Description (optional) 

3. These are “site-wide”

Adding Categories in Mukurtu CMS



Demo: Media and DH



Digital Heritage Items

Single or collections of 
medial items. 

Allows for rich narration, 
relationships between 
content and multiple 
pathways to get to and see 
material.

Digital Heritage Items in Mukurtu CMS





































Demo: Dictionary









Michael Jampin Jones









Lunch Break



Workshop Agenda: afternoon

• Afternoon 1:30-5:00 

• Activity: Add your  own Digital Heritage Item 

• Mukurtu Demo:  

• Person Records and Content Warnings 

• Collections and multipage documents 

• Mukurtu Mobile 101: collect, curate, upload 

• Activity: create an item and upload  

• quick break ;-) 

• Mukurtu-in-action: community reports (guest stars ;-)) 

• How do I get Mukurtu?



Activity: Upload Media 
and Create DH Item







Your Turn: Add a DH Item!



Demo: Media Content 
Warnings and Person 

Records



















Demo: Collections and 
Book Pages



collections and multipage 
documents: demo

















http://plateauportal.wsulibs.wsu.edu/digital-heritage/scrapbook-1931-1938




Mukurtu Mobile



Mukurtu Mobile
A recording and content collection tool.



+Collect +Add Metadata

Take picture 

Or capture audio, or even 
use previously captured 
video, audio or video.

Add basic metadata, 
select Community, 
Cultural Protocol, and 
Category.

+Upload

Upload to your Mukurtu 
CMS site! 









































Activity: Mukurtu 
Mobile



Activity: Mukurtu Mobile!

• Create at least one digital 
heritage item 

• About 15 minutes 

• Next: Guest Panel



+Collect +Add Metadata
Take picture 

Or capture audio, 
or use previously 
captured video, 
audio or video.

Add basic 
metadata 

Select Community, 
Cultural Protocol, 
and Category.

+Upload
Upload to your 
Mukurtu CMS site! 



Mukurtu in Action: 
Community Panel



guest stars
Mukurtu in action!



How to get Mukurtu 
& 

Evaluations





contact us!
support@mukurtu.org 

mailto:support@mukurtu.org?subject=

