
Current	Efforts	at	Dena’ina	
Language	Revitaliza6on	

		
	

Alaska	Na6ve	Libraries	Archives	and	Museums	conference	2016	

Aaron	Legge*	Former	Dena’ina	
Cultural	Historian,	Alaska	Na9ve	
Language	Center	and	Curator	of	
Culture	and	History	Anchorage		

Museum	



Na-Dene	Language	Family	

One	Tlingit	language,	one	Eyak	
language,	and	over	40	Athabaskan	
languages	



Dena’ina	Athabascans	



Dena’ina	area	
41,000 Square Miles about the size of Ohio 



•  Dena’ina	like	almost	every	indigenous	
language	wasn’t	a	wri*en	language	and	didn’t	
have	an	official	orthography	un9l	the	early	
1970’s	

•  From	1975-1990	there	was	steady	output	of	
Dena’ina	language	material	













However, by the early 1990’s with the death of Shem Pete 
(1989) Albert Wassilie (1989), Antone Evan (1983), Katherine 
Nicholie (1990), most of the Dena’ina language work with a 
few exception had ceased.   



However, by the early 2000’s a new generation of 
Dena’ina who had read these books(if they could find 
them) working with the last generation of fluent speakers 
started to realize that now was the time if ever to save 
our language from extinction.  





"You know, all these recordings ... if we 
don't get it out and learn about it, where 
are we going to learn from? These are old 
recordings. We want to get it out and teach 
our younger children what the elder people 
are talking about. I think that's a very good 
idea for getting it free so we can listen to 
them.”  
Jim Wilson 2004 



Dena’ina	Language	Grants	

•  2003-2006	Dena’ina	Language	Ins9tutes	through	a	US	
Department	of	Educa9on	Title	VII	grant	

•  2003-2005	Dena'ina	Archiving,	Training	and	Access	project,	
(grant	NSF-OPP	0326805),	the	Alaska	Summer	Research	
Challenge	(grant	NSF	0139634.),	and	the	Northern	Indigenous	
Languages	Archive	(grant	NSF-OPP	0503782)	UAF	

•  	2004,	2007	Kenaitze	Indian	tribe,	ANA	grant	
•  2005-2008	ANHC	received	DOE	grant	to	teach	Dena’ina	

a_erschool	and	in	one	middle	school	
•  2008-09,	U.S.	Forest	Service	grant	
•  2008-10	ANA	Language	Preserva9on	grant,	ANHC	
•  	2009-10	KNBA	Dena’ina	lifeways	grant	
•  2008-11	NSF	Documen9ng	Endangered	Languages	grant	











Dena’ina	Lifeways		

•  A	series	of	Twenty	Six	Dena’ina	Language	clips	
aired	on	KNBA	Tuesday	and	Thursdays	at	7:30	
A.M.	and	5:30	P.M.	

•  In	addi9on,	there	is	a	website	that	houses	all	
of	the	clips	a	well	as	the	audio	transcripts,	
Google	map	of	the	loca9on	and	photo’s	
associated	with	each	story	











Dining Film Project

On November 11th 2012, a group of Dena’ina people gathered 
to record the film you are watching. In attendance were, Karen, 
Gladys, and Yvette Evanoff, Butch and Pauline Hobson, Helen 
Dick and Aaron Leggett. Each person made a specific dish to 
share with each other. The foods that were prepared that day 
were moose nose soup, baked salmon, fried spruce hen, roasted 
beaver meat, dry fish, green beans, rice, fry bread, Indian ice 
cream and tea. The following film is in real time and shows the 
meal as it progressed. In it you will hear English and Dena’ina 
as well as a variety of stories related to the various foods and 
how they are gathered today and in the past. Please, join us 
for dinner.

Aladi
Fry Bread

Minłni
Water

Chayi
Tea

Łiq’a zt’a’i
Baked Salmon

K’enuy’a zt’a’i
Beaver Meat

K’uhda’i venchix k’ta’a
Moose Nose Soup

Delggetl’i qinunelyahi
Green Beans

Ghin’i q’ent’ayi
Rice

Ełyin zt’a’i
Fried Spruce Hen

Nivagi
Indian Ice Cream

This film was produced by Progressive Media Alaska for the Anchorage Museum. 

Valik
Dry fish

http://
denaina.anchoragemuseum.org
/multimedia/dinner-time.html 
 









http://
denaina.anchoragemuseu
m.org/multimedia/denaina/
the-wolverine-story.html 
 











http://denaina.anchoragemuseum.org/
multimedia/speak-denaina.html 



http://
denaina.anchoragemuseum
.org/multimedia/denaina-
language.html 






