
Recording Audio

Digital Stewardship Curriculum



Why Record?

● Oral histories
○ Community record

○ Family history

● Language work
○ Digital dictionaries

○ Language learning programs



Audio File Formats Review

● WAV for preservation
○ 48/96 kHz sampling rate

○ 24 bit depth

○ ~1 GB/hour

● MP3 for access
○ 192 kbps

○ ~56 MB/hour



Sample Recording Kit

● Recorder

● Microphone

● Extension Cord

● Power Cord

● Headphones

● Backup recording 

device

● User Manuals

● Log Book

● Spare Batteries

● Spare Storage

● Camera

● Supplementary 

resources



Our Equipment

● Tascam DR-100mkII
○ External Microphone and XLR cable

○ Headphones

● Desktop Microphone Stand

● Memory Card

● Power Adapter

● USB cable



Recording Setup

● Location
○ Noise, comfort

● Equipment
○ Type of microphone, power supply

● Physical arrangement
○ Placement of equipment



Recording Game Plan

● Have a plan
○ Interview questions, word lists, other prompts

● Mic check
○ Do a sample recording

● “For the record…”
○ Who, what, where, when, why…

○ Verbal consent

● Recording(s)

● Acknowledgement and thanks



After Recording

● File Naming

● Editing
○ How much?

○ How many copies?

● Transcription
○ How detailed?

● Preservation and Access
○ Storage and hosting



Audio Editing

● Save preservation master

● Do any required editing, eg:
○ Cute silence

○ Separate tracks

○ Address unwanted noise

○ Merge tracks

● Export access copies
○ Full or partial copies as needed




