Video Digitization
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What do you need?

What do you already have?

What can you scrounge?

What is worth buying?




A good computer, with good processing speed, a
good amount of RAM, and good storage
capabilities.

Digital recording device.
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Intermediary
hardware &
software.

Three roles for intermediary software /
hardware:

1. A recorder and connector, to get the
image from the playback equipment
and recorded in your computer .

2. Software to manage the digitization of
the video/film.

3. Software to edit and/or convert
formats of the original film.

Usually, 1 & 2 will come together.
Sometimes 2 & 3 will come together.



“Video Capture card”
(NOT “Video Card” and NOT “Game Capture Card”)




Starter level (?)...

Digitizes at 640 x (360 or 480)

Exactly meets minimum archival standards
= a decent starter option



Software |

Osprey-300 #2 Composite
Bl bus.slot=2.4
| s/n=MM08424214

Something to capture your
video.

WSU Libraries use VirtualDub
or Media Express; there are
many others.

96K/16/s 2997 fps 30 fps 18358KB/s

There are many
out there. Your
video capture card
will almost
certainly come
with one.
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Software Il

Something to edit your
video, and probably
something to convert
your video’s file format.
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If possible, find one
piece of software
which will do all
the edits you need,
and the file
conversions you’ll
need.




Finding video editing software:
There are lots of small freeware which do a few things.
Lots of online sources... either search for video editing
software (or freeware) or look for someone who
reliably compiles lists.

If you just need one particular function, consider
looking for freeware which does just that. If you need
multiple functions, purchase something!

Freeware is ‘free.” You get what you pay for.

Again... make sure it meets your standards!
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VideoPad Video Editor
Professional

Edit movies and other video recordings on a
Windows PC.
Read full review »
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CyberLink PowerDirector
Unleash your creativity to transform your
video footage into amazing HD movies.
Read full review »

Reallusion CrazyTalk Pro
Make images and photos talk with automatic
lip-sync facial animation

Version 7.31

VSDC Free Video Editor

Create and edit professional looking videos
rotate, crop, cut, merge, add effects and
slide shows

Read full review »
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Windows Live Movie Maker
Create movies and slide shows from your
photos and videos, and share them with your
friends and family.
Read full review »

Corel VideoStudio Pro (64-bit)
Shoot, edit, and share all of life's adventures
with the all-in-one video editor.

Read full review »

Vegas Pro (32-hit)
Broadcast and edit video audio files
Read full review »
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Rotate or flip videos and save them as AVI
files

Read full review »
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Software capable of converting from "wav” to "mp4":

3gpConv
Phone to AVI WMV MPEG MP4 MOV Conv
Pod Video Con

Agree Free Iphone to AVI WMV Conve;
AHD Vidzo Con
Alpha 2 Player
Free Audi

Digital Media
FormatFactory
Free WAV WMA MP3 Conve
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Media Conver

Mp3nity

PCHand Medi
Perl Audio Convert

Power Audio Cut
Audio Video DVD Converter
RER Vide

Rizwan Media Con
SABFre

save2pc C
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Spesoft Audi
Total Video Conv
Wsof Music to iPod Audio Lite

xFastVideoCon
XMedia Recode Portable
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ZillaSoft Ipod Audio Conv
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Two cautionary tales before we actually digitize something...

First:
Digitizing video can take a lot of processing power.
Editing/converting video can take a lot of processing power.

Any time you’re working with video, _DON’T_ do anything else on that
computer which takes chunk of power!

Second:

Digitizing video can build up a lot of large files. Always work in a space
which keeps your files visible (your desktop is perfect!), so you can be
sure they get deleted when you’re done with them.



One final catch... these all assume your video/film is being output in an
electronic format.

Great for VHS, laserdisc, or anything which is basically electronic
information on a piece of plastic or on a piece of tape. What about film...




Why not just project it and film it?

You can, but...

Digital cameras take pictures at 30 frames per second (generally).
16mm projectors run at 24 frames per second (generally).

These need to be synched,
or you can get a strobelike effect.

Variable speed projectors.
Variable speed cameras.
Various pieces of equipment or software.
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